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LLE and DMS Schools Receive Prestigious Designation by Michael Fox 

With over 2500 schools found in 
New Jersey, only 63 received 
the designation of being a 
Future Ready School and the 
Demarest Board of Education is 
proud to announce that both 
Luther Lee Emerson (LLE) and 
Demarest Middle School (DMS) 
received this prestigious honor. 
County Road School was 
ineligible to apply for this 
distinction this year.  
  
On Tuesday, October 24th, 2017 
the Demarest Board of 
Education and Superintendent 
Michael Fox participated in a 
Future Ready Award Program, 
and received both the official 
certification documentation and 
the official Future Ready Seal.  

“Future Ready Schools© 
distinction is a comprehensive 
and challenging certification 
program designed to promote 
digital learning readiness in 
schools throughout New  
Jersey, ” said Ms. Diane 
Holzberg, President of the 
Board of Education, “by 
providing guidance, support, 
direction, and resources to 
schools and districts.” 
  
“Future Ready is a partnership 
of the New Jersey Department 
of Education, the New Jersey 
School Boards Association and 
New Jersey Institute of 
Technology, ” said 
Superintendent Michael Fox, 
“and will help our schools 

promote the skills, abilities and 
capacities essential for success 
in college, career, and 
citizenship in a digital age.” 
  
Supervisor of Curriculum, 
Instruction and Assessment, Ms. 
Kelly Stevens stated, “the award 
is a testament to our staff, 
students, board of education, 
and the community that we have 
achieved this honor. The Future 
Ready Initiative has assisted the 
district in ensuring our students 
are prepared to face the 
challenges throughout their 
education and beyond.” 

STEM In Kindergarten by Debbie Duby and Christie Choman 

During the month of October, 
kindergarten students at County 
Road School participated in a 
hands-on Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics 
(STEM) lesson. After learning 
about two-dimensional and 
three-dimensional shapes, 
students built shapes using 
marshmallows and toothpicks. 
Students were encouraged to 
create, discover, and explore the 

geometric shapes learned in the 
lesson. Some of the shapes the 
students created were triangles, 
squares, diamonds, hexagons 
and cubes. Additionally, the 
students identified the number of 
sides and vertices for each 
shape created. The lesson 
allowed students to have a better 
understanding of shapes and 
how they are part of our 
everyday environment. For 

example, when students look at 
the wheel of a car, they will 
understand that image as a 
circle, or when they look at 
certain crackers, they will 
process that image as a square 
as it has four equal sides. A 
strong mastery of shapes is vital 
for learning more complex 
geometry concepts later. 
Therefore, they are on their way 
to develop this understanding.  
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The Demarest Board of 
Education is thrilled to tell you 
about our school certification, 
Future Ready Schools©. Of the 
590 school districts in New 
Jersey, 19 were awarded this 
honor.  
 
At County Road School (CRS), 
our successful preschool 
program has expanded to four 
classes in total from last year’s 
inaugural year. This tuition 
based inclusive program serves 
students of ages three and four, 
and benefits children with and 
without disabilities socially, 
academically, and emotionally. In 
addition, the school has installed 
a new kitchen for the food 
service program and unit 
ventilators to heat the building 
more efficiently.  
 
Luther Lee Emerson School has 
expanded our Science, 

Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM) program 
into the third grade, modeling 
the success of the fourth grade 
program, which was launched 
last year. Enhancements were 
made to the computer lab and  
new Smartboards were installed 
in the classrooms. The parking 
lot has been repaved and the 
boiler system has been 
upgraded.  
 
Demarest Middle School’s 
varied classrooms, have been 
upgraded to create state of the 
art learning environments 
conducive for our students to 
optimize the learning 
experience. All of the 
Smartboards have been 
upgraded and our district 
security cameras have been 
enhanced for increased 
surveillance in all three of our 
buildings.  

 
We are extremely grateful to our 
Parent Teacher Organization 
(PTO) for their support in our 
school district. Notably CRS has 
received an addition to the main 
playground and some 
classrooms received  state-of-
the-art furniture, which has 
enhanced the learning 
environment.  

 
The Board of Education and the 
administration invite you to stay 
informed with our current events 
by visiting our website, http://
demarestsd.schoolwires.net.   
You can also download our app 
by going to iTunes or Android 
Play store and search the 
Demarest School District. Click 
on the wildcat to download the 
app.  

On November 6, students at 
Demarest Middle School 
participated in a presentation on 
a timely topic: social media 
awareness and bullying. At the 
presentation, Ms. Melissa 
Straub, a former police officer 
and school counselor, began by 
explaining that her most 
important job is that of being a 
mom. She stated that she wants 
to protect her children, who will 
be growing up in the world of 
electronics. Even though this 
type of presentation is not new 
for students at DMS, responsible 
social media awareness and use 
must be emphasized, as 
strangers are more dangerous 

on the internet than on the 
street. 
 
This assembly taught students 
that technology is a gift, but it 
must be used responsibly. On 
the internet, nothing gets deleted 
and information can be leaked, 
which can destroy a student’s 
future. As Straub emphasized, 
“one picture can change your 
reputation.” She wanted to make 
sure that students know that 
once something is on the 
internet, it can never be taken 
down. She stressed that 
professionals will be able to find 
anything posted, even after it 
has been removed from an 

account. She also discussed 
how the internet makes it easy 
for criminals to pretend to be 
someone else. 
 
This assembly applies to 
students at Demarest Middle 
School, as most students own 
phones and use social media. 
While the hope is that students 
know how to respectfully act on 
the internet, this kind of 
assembly reminds students how 
to behave by thinking about the 
future. Even though college 
seems far away from middle 
school, students need to 
remember what is posted now 
can have long-term effects. 

Social Media Awareness And Bullying by Josephine Chang, Grade 8 
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Fall Sports by Victor Demaio and Shannon McBride 

Book Clubs in Fourth Grade by Shannon Ruck 

Mrs. Ruck and Mr. Nerkizian’s 
fourth grade students have been 
participating in book clubs 
focusing on the genre of mystery. 
Book clubs are an excellent way 
for students to develop goals and 
take charge of their learning. 
This unit focuses on groups of 
students working together to 
discuss a piece of literature in 
depth. The discussion is guided 
by students’ responses to their 
reading. Students discuss events 
in the book, connections, the 
genre, and author’s craft. In 
addition, book clubs help 

students work on skills such as 
time management, 
independence, and 
responsibility.  
 
Typically, Book club begins with 
a mini lesson, which focuses on 
reading skills such as 
inferencing, monitoring for 
meaning, making connections, 
thin and thick questions, and 
theme. Next, students meet with 
their book club to make a goal 
for the week, assign reading, and 
determine a discussion director 
who will record the group’s work 

on Google Draw. Students are 
immersed in digital learning 
through the use of Google 
Classroom. They have been 
learning how to work with their 
peers and how to develop their 
conversations and connections 
with the book. Books clubs are a 
successful way to expose 
students to literature from 
multiple perspectives as well as 
foster interaction, cooperation, 
and collaboration within the 
classroom.  

The Demarest Middle School 
soccer team wrapped up a great 
season finishing with a record of 
eight wins and four losses. The 
Wildcats beat tough opponents 
like Old Tappan and Harrington 
Park, who were tough 
competition in years past. 
Midfielders Kai Maor and Andrew 
Tandler led the offense with a 
combined twenty goals. In 
addition, striker Jaden Lazarus 
added seven goals to the 
Wildcats’ successful season. The 
leadership of captains Caleb 
Woods-Bannan and Kai Maor, as 
well as the defensive effort led 

by eighth graders Eugene Chu, 
Lincoln Sorenson, and goal-
keeper Sam Platin can also be 
credited for the team’s success. 
The season concluded with a 
heartbreaking double overtime 
penalty kick finish, which 
resulted in a 3-2 semifinals loss 
against Harrington Park.  Due to 
a talented group of seventh 
graders this year, we are looking 
forward to next year’s season.  
 
The Demarest Middle School 
girls volleyball team, led by 
Captains Niki Woods and 
Emanuela Dekaj, had an 

amazing season. The team 
finished the season with a record 
of nine wins and three losses. 
They also earned their way to 
the Northern Valley Volleyball 
Championship game, beating 
both Northvale and Harrington 
Park and finishing in second 
place to Old Tappan. The team 
will definitely miss the eighth 
grade players who  will be 
moving on to high school next 
year. The team and I would like 
to send a special thank you to 
Assistant Coach, Mrs. Cami, for 
all of her hard work and 
dedication. 

Occasionally, students need a 
break from the rigors of the 
curriculum. With this in mind, 
students in Mrs. Giaconia’s third 
grade class can go to the Brain 
Break Area when they feel the 
need to take a breather. This 
area is in a quiet part of the room 
offering little to no distractions. It 

has pillows, a standing desk, and 
a shelf with stress balls, silly 
putty, felt pieces, puzzles, pipe 
cleaners, pom poms, coloring 
activities, and water jars filled 
with glitter. In addition, there are 
carpet circles and lap trays that 
students can use as alternative 
seating choices during the day. 

Furthermore, after setting a sand 
timer, students can then decide 
how they would like to relax their 
minds. Once the timer runs out, 
the students then return to the 
class activity, refreshed and 
ready to go. Overall, the Brain 
Break Area has received a lot of 
positive feedback from students. 

Sensory Stations by Jennifer Giaconia 
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